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Elementary Solid Geometry. Part III. Polyhedrons. By T. STOJDARA 
Row. Trichinopoly : St. Joseph's College Press. 1909. Pp. 91. 

The author's book on " P a p e r Fold ing" is widely known. The present 
work contains four sections on polyhedrons in general, semi regular poly
hedrons, star polyhedrons, and the method of crystallography (viz., the index 
system). The numerical details and accurate diagram of numerous solids 
would be very helpful in constructing models. The Oxford Dictionary decides 
a doubt as to the plural of polyhedron in favour of both forms. C. S. J. 

Geometry. Part I II . By W. P. WORKMAN and A. G. CRACKNELL. Pp. 72. 
Clive & Co. 1908. 

This part of the complete work contains the substance of Euc. XI . The 
book begins with a few notes on perspective as an aid to the representation of 
solid figures. The question whether "p lan and elevation" or "isometric 
projection" would not for beginners be both easier and more definitely 
geometrical will no doubt be answered by experience when the geometrical 
reformers succeed in obtaining for solid geometry its proper place in elemen
tary instruction. Good yet simple diagrams, and the scholarly treatment 
which everyone expects from the authors, characterise this little book. 

C. S. J. 

Practical Solid Geometry. By the REV. P. W. UNWIN, Cheltenham College. 
London : G. Bell & Sons. 1909. Pp. xii + 267. IV. Price 4s. 6d. 

When our English practice differs from that of the civilised world we may 
be right, but in mathematics at any rate the probability when judged by the 
past seems against us. Descriptive geometry furnishes a characteristic 
instance of an insular peculiarity. A glance at a catalogue of a single German 
firm shows 24 books on this subject. Italy, Prance, and America have each 
quite recently produced notable works on the same branch of mathematics. 
In this country the subject as a branch of mathematical education has for 
many years been practically extinct. Within the last few years eminent 
publishers in this country have declined even to discuss the question of a 
translation of one of the leading continental text-books : and inasmuch as 
publishers are not State endowed educational agencies, with a statutory 
exemption from the operation of the Bankruptcy Acts, their decision was in 
all likelihood correct. The appearance of a book on the subject, originating 
in one of the most conservative of our public schools, and still more the 
promise of a sequel, are therefore sources of special gratification to one who 
agrees with the author that those who spend even a little time on the subject 
find that ' ' the assistance derived from its study, in the other branches of 
their work, has well repaid the time devoted to it, for the study of the 
problems of descriptive geometry develops the power of grasping the impor
tant points of mathematical problems involving the consideration of figures 
which lie in different planes." That a first book on solid geometry should 
fuse into a coherent whole the substance of Euclid X L , the elements of 
projective geometry, and the elements of descriptive geometry is perhaps a 
counsel of perfection. Mr. Unwin has confined himself to the subject of 
descriptive geometry, and has given the simpler standard methods, illustrated 
by problems on straight lines and planes, and some applications of the index 
system to topography. An, appendix on the elements of three dimensional 
coordinate geometry must not be overlooked. The suggestion may be offered 
that the weaker brethren would have found help from a few more hints as to 
models, or means of constructing or realising the figures dealt with. The 
book is well printed, and clearly and accurately expressed. C. S. J . 

Didaktik des mathematischen Unterrichts. By ALOIS HOFLER, Bound 
M. 12. 1910. (B. G. Teubner, Leipzig.) 

This volume is the first of a series of ten handbooks on the teaching of mathe
matics and the natural sciences ("Didaktische Handbiicher fur den realistischen 
Unterricht an hoheren Schulen ") under the editorship of Dr. A. Hofler and Dr. 
F. Poske. Volumes II . to VII. are to be on various departments of natural 
science; and the last two volumes are to be by Dr. Hofler, and on ' ' Philosophische 
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